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To the Children of Light, 


In Scorn called 


UAKERS 
UARERS 
T's the Glorious Tirle the Great Founder of Chriſtianity 
hath given You that walk therein, whea he (aid, Whilſt 
ye have the Light, walk in the Light, that ye may be- 


come the Children of the Light. 
The Conſideration of Tour great Induſtry and Diligence in ail 


. Aﬀairs of this Life, Your great Charity in Relieving Tour own 


Poor, and Others alſo, as O:cafions offer, Tour preat Mora!::y 
acknowleaged by All, and Tour Religions Sincerity, knows to the 
Lord ; Hath induced me to Dedicate theſe followings Propoſals 
to Tour ſerious Conſideration, whilſt I thizk You a very regular 
Boay, willing and capable of ſuch an Undertatins ; Tour Poor 
being leſs Vicioas than other Poor are, (Debauchery being the 
Bane of Induſtry) it will be the eaſier to put them into a good 
Methoa, as a Pattern and Example to the reſt of the Nation, 
by which you may ſhew forth the more the Chriſtianity of your 
Faith, by theVertuous Works that come from it, of wiich Love 
and Charity is the Chief. In wh:c) Toa have beea very Exem-- 
flary in the Worſt of Times, and of greateſt Suf.rinss : How 
have Tou Relicved and Sacconred the Aided, not (::fo7 4 
Beggar among Tou ! By which Love one to another, Tour Maiter 
and Great Doftor of the Chriitian Religion, [aid, All Men: 
ſhould know ſuch were his Diſciples. . ; 
Nev. 
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 « ,ANowa Day of Reſt, in T* meaſure, i upon Ton, and You 


' more at Liverty to 


erat ny EIN Bo ng 


- pn oY - 


provide for Tour Families, than In ſome of 
the former Days, in which Toa could ot ſo well provide tor Your 
Poor, the following Method, I think, will open Tou aWay of a 
plentiful Proviſion for them; and not only them, but for many 
others ; for which may hope Ton will fiaa Entouragement from 
the Government, if deſire it, to jet forward ſo good and profi. a= 
ble a Work for qhe Publick, as we'l as to them as ſhall be imme- 
aiately concerned. 

As a Hasbandman nath ſeveral forts of Works, according to 
the time of the Year and Seaſon ;, anaas you Be V zriety of Yea- 
fors, you have Variety of Works : A Father expe(ts from a Sox 
r Servaiit, as they grow in firength, they ſhould increaſe in ſer= 
ice; ſo aoih Torr God ana Vather expect from Tou an Improve- 
ment to his Honour, upon every Talent He hath given Ton, whe- 
ther wiſivle or inviſible ; and 11at Ton uſe it to his Flonour, ac- 
coraino tolls find, 


Fl of! ex having thought of the Miſery of the Pocr of this Na- 


tions and at the ſame time have reckoned them the Treaſure of it, 


the Labour of the Poor being the Mines of the Rich, and beyond 
all that Spain & Maſter of ; and many T houghts have run through 
me how then it comes that the Poor ſhould be ſuch a Burthen, and 
Jo miſerable, and how it migh:t be preventca ,, whilſt I think it as 
much more Charity to put k Poor iz 4 way to live by honeſt La- 
boar, than to maintain them Idle, as it would be to ſet a Mans 


 brojzen Lee, that he might go himſelf, rather than always to carry 


him, 


John Bellers. 
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. Into the Nature of the good Ground. 


SE 1 E 
Introduction. 


W T's the Intereſt of the Rich to take Care of the Poor, 
I and their Education, by which they will take Care of 

their own Heirs: For as Kingdoms and Nations are 
ſubje& to Revolutions and Changes, much more (and no- 
thing commoner) than for private Families to do fo; and 
who knows how ſoon it may be his own Lot, or his-Poſte- 
rities, to fall poor ? Is there any poor now, that ſome of 
their Anceſtors have not been rich? Or any rich now, that 
ſome of their Anceſtors have nor been poor ? 

View the Cities, Towns, and Counties in this Nation, and 
ſee what alterations come in two or three Generations in moſt 
Families. Were above one in ten of the Men now Houſe- 
keepers in London, born there? And but few (in compari- 
{on of the Muititude) that have gone out with Elilates : And 
what better 1s it with Gentlemens younger Children, and the 
Eldeſt alſo, many times. | 

There 1s Three Things Tam at : Firſt, Profit for the 
Rich, (which will be Lite to the reſt.) Secondly, A plenti- 
ful Living for the Poor, without difficulty. Thirdly, A good 
Education for Youth, that may tend to prepare their Souls 


Hows. 


C2) 
However prevalent Arguments of Charity may be tv 
ſome, when Profit is joyned with it, it will raiſe moſt Mo-- 
ney, provide for moſt People, hold longeſt, and do moſt 
good : For what Sap 15 to a Tree,. that Profit is to all Buſt-- 
nets, by increaſing and keeping it alive ;. ſo employing the 
Poor, excclls the barren keeping them ; in the firſt, the in-- 
creaſe of the Poor is no Burthen, (but Advantage) becauſe 
their Conveniencies increaſe with them;. but in the. latter, 
there is no ſtrength or relief but what they have from others, . 
wio pothbly may ſometimes think they have little enough: 
for themſelves. | | 

As a good and plentiful Living, muſt be the Poor's Encou- 
ragement ; ſo their Increaſe, the Advantage of the Rich - 
Withour them, they cannot be Rich ;. for if one had a: 
hundred thouſand Acres of Land, and as many Pounds in 
Money, and as many Cattle , without a Labourer, what 
would the Rich-Man be, but a Labourer? And as the La- 
bourers make Men rich, ſo the more Labourers, there willt 
be the more rich Men, (where there is Land to employ and- 
provide for them.) Therefore I think it the Intereſt of the 
Rich to encourage the honeſt Labourers Marrying at full 
Age; but by the want of it, it ſeems to me the World is out 
of Frame, and not underſtanding its own Intereſt. 

For 1s it not ſtrange to conſider how induſtrious the World 
is, to raiſe Corn and Cattle, which only ſerves Men, and: 


how negligent of (or rather careful to hinder) the increaſe : 


of Men, who are a thouſand times better (than Beaſts) be- 
mg to ſerve God? Donot Men greatly reproach their Ma- 
ker, as if he had choſen the uſeleffeft part of the Creation 
to ſerve him, whilſt Men think them the leaſt worth their. 
while to raiſe ? 

But they that provide Food for the Poor, lend to the Lord, 
who.isthe beſt Pay-Maſter ; and if an induſtrious raifing 
of;Corn and Cattle -( meanthings) is commendable in a 

Dh Husband-- 
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 Husbandman, how much more is the putting Mankind into 
'a comfortable way of living, which will be inſtrumental in 


Gods hand in finiſhing his Creation (Man being the Head 
of it) by providing for the increaſe of cheir Poſterity, which 
joyned with a good Education, they may prove in the Ages 
to come, both Good and Great in this World, and as An- 

els in the Next : For as Ground that bringeth forth the groſ- 
RA Weeds, may by good Culture and Seed, bring forth ex- 
cellent Corn, ſo we may hope as great a Change may be 
made by good InſtruQion and Example among the worſt of 
Men, atleaſt of their Stock. | 

Therefore how prudent is it to provide a gaod Education 
and Employ for the Poor, conſidering how many, for want-. 
of it, comes to be Miſerable and Vagabonds, and continue 
{o for many Generations, from Father to Son ? 

This Colledge-Fellowſhip will make Labour, and not 
Money, the Standard to value all Neceffaries by ; and tho' 
Money hath its Conveniencies, in the common way of li- 
ving, it being a Pledge among Men for want of Credit ; yet 
not without its Miſchiefs; and call'd by our Saviour 1 he 
Mammon of Unrighteoaſneſs,; moſt Cheats and Robberies 
would go but ſlowly on, if it were not for Money : And 
when People have their whole Dependance of Trading by 
Money, if that fails, or is corrupted, they are next door to 
rume ; and the Poor ſtand ſtill, becauſe the Rich have no 
Money to employ them, tho? they have the ſame Land and 
Hancs to provide Victuals and Cloaths, as ever they had ; 
which is the true Riches of a Nation, and not the Money in 
it ; except we may reckon Beads and Pin-dult fo, becauſe we 
may have Gold at Guizey for them. 

Money 1n the Body Politick, is what a Crutch is to the 
Natural Body, cripled; but when the Body is found, the 
Crutch is but troubleiome : So when the particular Intereſt 
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s made a publick Intereſt, in ſuch a Colledge Money will be: - 


of little Uſe there. 
Tho? it's not ſo Natural for the Old and Rich to live with 


a Common Stock, yet more Natural with the - Young and: 


Poor, witneſs the ſeveral Hoſpitals of Exgland and Holland : 
Old People are like Earthen Veſlcls, not ſo eafily to be new 


moulded ; yet Children are more like Clay out of the Pit, and: 


ealie to takeany Form chey are put into, 


The variety of T[empers,and the idle ExpeQations of ſome 


of the {irſt Workmen, may make the Undertaking difficult ; 
and therefore the more Excellent will be the Accompliſh- 
ment : * And if the Poor at firſt prove brittle, let the Rich 
'keep Patience ; ſeven or fourteen years may bring up Young 
Ones that Life will be more Natural to: And if the attains 


ing ſuch a Method, would be a Bleſſing to the People, cer-- 


tainly it's worth more thana little Labour to Accompliſh it, 
When by the good Rules thereof may be removed, in great 


meaſure, the Prophaneneſs of Swearing, Drunkenneſs, &«.. - 


with the Idleneſs and Penury of many in the Nation ; Which 
evil Qualities of the Poor, are an ObjeQtion with ſome a- 


gainſt this Undertaking, tho? with others a great: Reaſon 
tor-it : For the worſe they are, the more need of endeavour. . 


ing to mend them ; and why not by this Methodtill a better. 
is offered... : IT FIN | 
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A Specimen ſhewing how. the Rich may gain, the Poor 
mainta'n themſelves, and (.hiidren Ecucated. by 
being In orporated 25 a Colledge »f all Sorts of Uſe- 
ul Trades,. that ſha'l work one for another, with-- 
out o'er Relief : Suppoſe Three Hundred in a Col- 
ledge, 10 201k the Uſual Time or T ah as Abroad, 
and wi::t any doth more, to be paid for it, to encou-- 


rage | nduſiry, 


"Wo hundred of all Trades I ſuppoſe ſufficient to find 
. Neceſlaries for Three hundred, and therefore. what : 
Manufacture, the other hundred make, will be Profit for the- 


Founders. - 
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A Governoar nnd D 
Shoo-maakers - 
Taylors 

. Baker 
. Brewer © 

- Batcher © 
: Upholſter. 
- Barber 
4 hyſet: 147 - 
- Linanen 
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Cooks 
Garainers ' 
T azner 
Felmonger 
Flax- Dreſſe or &Toreds - 
HMakter 
: Tallow-Chandter: 
Soap-Maker ; 
Hatter 
' Capper - 
2 Carpenter and Joyner” 
2-Bricks - 
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Bricklayer and Labourer 2 Spinners and Carders for 
Cooper © Stockins 

Smiths 20 Linnen guar and 


Pin-Maker -. » 20 Wovllen Caraers 
Neeale-Maker 


2 

I 

2 

I 
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2 Butler and Store-keeper 8 Dairz-Maid's 
44 


82 


Women and Girls. 
|  AFarmof 5co!l, per an. 
2 Governeſs aud Deputy 
6 Bed-Makers 2 A Steward and his Wife 
6 Nurſes 3 Plowmen | 
6 Waſhers 3 Plowboys 
4& Houſe-C leaners o T askers 
6 Sempſlers to make & mend 3 Shepherds 
Cloaths 3 Hinas for Cattle 
5 Kyitters or Weavers of "0 Fleagers and Laboarers 
Stockins 24 | 
4.4 Tradeſmen, &. 
$82 Women and Girles. | 
24 Men and Boys upon the Farm. 2 ; 
io Mens work at 15 /. each, 1s 1507. a year, for 
Fewel, Iron, &c. | 


5s Mens Work at 15 /, each, 1s 75 /. a year for Houſe- 
Rent. 
35 Mens Work at 15 /. each, is 525 /.a year, for Rent : 
of a Farm for Meat, Drink, &c. | 


200 
100 Peoples Labour, if but 10/7. each, is 1000 /. per 
"300 aznam Profit, but if we value them at 15 /. cach, 
is 1500 /, Profit. 


I do 


ET. 

I do not ſuppoſe the Computation 1s exatt to a Man, for 
as ſome Trades Uleful are not ſet down, ſo there is ſome of 
them ſet down, who are able to provide for two or three 
times that Number : ' But if it ſhould require 220 People to 
provide. Neceſlaries for 3oo, it will pay the Undertakers 
well enough. 

And that this Compntation is not much out of the way, 
for 200 providing all Neceſlaries for 300, may appear 

Firſt, From a View of the Nation, where I ſuppoſe not 
above Two Thirds, if One half of the Nation, are Uſeful 
Workers; and yet all have a Living. 

Secondly, Prom the many Advantages the Colledge will 
have over others, for there will be ſaved, 

T. SHOP-SCEPETS lect And all their Servants and! 
7. Lawyers & Dependents. - 

4. Bad Debts 
5. Dear Bargains 
6. Loſs of 'Time for want of Work. 
7: Many Womea and Childrens work. 


. Beggars. 
9. Much , Houſe-room: 
IO, Firing 
II, Cooking, Brewing, and Baking. 
I2, Fetching and Carrying of. Work and' 
Proviſion. | 


13. Clothing hurt in the Making, .not ſo fit for” 
Sale, may wear never the worle; and the: 
Colledge will find Cuſtomers to -wear it, 
that a "Fradeſman mult lole by. 


Thirdly, There will be ſeveral Advantages to the Land : : 

x; . There will be all the Soil of the Tradeſmen, beſides : 
the Husbandmans, for improvang ir. 

Z;.Al 
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(8) | 
2. As there will be more Cattel kept, and occaſion for 
more Paſture, than in moſt Corn-Countries, ſo the 

\ Plowed Ground may be the better kept in heart, by 
the great quantity of Dung made, and it will be leſs 
worn out of heart, -by often laying that down and 
breaking up freſh. 

3. Now much Land is Unimproved, to what it might 
be, becauſe the Landlord or Tenant are not able, or 
not willing te do it for the other : The Colledge, EF 
conceive, will have neither of them Difficulties. 

4. All the Mechanicks will be ready at Harvef , to 
help in with it, in a quarter of the time others do it, 
which when wet, may beof great Advantage : which 
change of work, as it will be acceptable to many, ſo 
for the health of ſuch as areuſed to ſitting much, 


Propoſals to the Colledge Founders. 
Irſt, Tho? the Example be put of Renting Land and 


Houſe at 600 /. per aznam, the better to ſhew how the 
Profit will ariſe by ſuch an Undertaking, all Charges de- 
ducted ; yer I propoſe the raiſing 

10000 /. To buy an Eſtate in Land of 500 /. per ay. 
2000 /, ToStock the Land, and. 

3000 /, To Prepare Neceſlaries to Set the Several 
do Trades to Work. 


In all 15000 pound. 


By which means the trouble of raiſing Money to pay 
Rent, will be ſaved, and the Founders may have the more 
Goods from the Colledge, if defired, and rhe Undertaking 
will not be ſoapt to miſcarry in its infancy. 


Secondiy 
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Secondly, The Stock to be valued every year,and the Profit 
tobe divided ; that ſuch as defire to draw their Profit out, 
may hve it yearly ; but ſuch as deſire to continue it ti tl.e 
Colledge, may have it added as Principal, and that Stock- 
jobbing (which will ruine any good thing) may be prevent- 
ed. Tf any have a mind to {ell their Intereſt, the reſt of 
the Proprietors ſhall have the Liberty to bring in a Purcha- 
fer by Majority of Votes, at the Value as laſt caſt up. 

Thirdly, The firſt Founders the more the better ; and 
if ſomeor every Uſeful Trade, the better ; and then every 
Trade w1l! be the better .managed, and every Mans Days 
Work better underſtood. 

Fourthly, None to Subſcribe leſs then 25/. 

Fifthly, Every gol. to havea Vote in making By-Laws 
and chooſing Officers, but no one to have above Five 
Votes. - | 

Sixthly, Once a Year, Twelve or more of the Proprietors 
to be choſen a Committee, as Viſitors to Inſpect, and Coun- 
{ellors for Advice for the Governours and Workmen to ap- 
ply to, as there may be occaſion. We 

Seventhly, The Governours nor under. Officers not to 
have an Sallary, but only all the Reaſonable Conveniences 
the Colledge can aftord them. 

Eighthly, Becauſe: the whole Succeſs ( under the Provi- 
dence of God) will lyeina Right Beginning {for though an 
Acorn doth Naturally produce an Oak, yet how many little 
Accidents may prevents its ever being one ? So any Great 


Undertaking, however Rational and Natural in its begin-. 


ning, may ealily be ſpoiled.) therefore let the Nation be 
looked through for the Firſt Workmen, if can find but 
Three or Four in 'a County ( the reſt may be Prentices Y 
of good Lives and Tempers, it will be a leven ro Influence 
their Succeflors, and it will be ſuch a Pattern of Plentiful 
Living, that many of the Poor will readily ſubmit to the 
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Rules to partake of it ; and to the Children bred Prentices 
in the Colledge, it will be their Element. 
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Some Advantages to the Fades, and Rich, by ſuch 
a Colledge. | 


Irſt, Tf the Living in this Aﬀ/air, will make their own 

'- Eyes and Hands their Executors and Overſeers, and 

epolit that now they are Alive, which they intend to give 
when Dead, it may be that and much more Money faved 
to themſelves and their Heirs, 

Secondly, The Founders of the Colledge from thence 
_y have for themſelves and Families, ( in part of their 
firſt Coſt) Yearly a certain quantity of Woolen and Linnen 
Cloth, Shooes, Stockings. * | 

Thirdly, Though the Computation be but' 3oo in a 
Colledge ; there may be 3ooo, or more, and ſuch a one 
may be at | 

Colcheſter, where are made Bayes and Perpetwaxoes. 
{ aunton, for Serges, Stroud for Cloth, Devonſhire 
for Kerſtes, and other places for other Goods. 

Fourthly, Which Manufatturs having One "Third more. 
than will be uſed by the Colledge, it may be Employed, 

rt. In being Divided among the Founders. 

2. In Providing for - more People in rhe Colledge, 
which is beft Profit. © 

3. InBuyingand Improving of Land. 

4. In Building... | 

5. In fetching Forreign Commodities. 

6, In Selling for Money, which will be of leaſt uſe in 
the Colledge. S | | 

Fifthly, Any that haye Eſtates in Land or Money, doing 


the 


( 12.) 
the Colledge Buſineſs, and Living under the Colledge 
Rules ; may have the Colledge-Allowance, and lay up the 
Profit of their own Eſtates. 

Sixthly, Any giving 1 5/. a Year Land,or 30o/. in Money, 
to the Colledge, or whatother ſum may be thought reaſon- 
able according to the County its in; may have the right of 
keeping one Perſon in the Colledge ( without Work ) 
with Colledge Allowance, and under Colledge Rules, or 
but half the Money,and do half the Work,or any other pro- 
portion ; which is a good Expedient for an Indigent Child, 
tor the Father to buy it a Colledge Commons ; Reſerving 
liberty to the Colledge, in caſe of Exorbitancy, to Expel 
him the houſe, Returning his Money, or handing him 
Colledge-Allowance abroad. 

Seventhly, An Eſtate Setled thus in a Colledge, is not ſo 
lyable ta be Loſt or Spent, as moſt other Eſtates ; for if the 
Heir be ſimple, there is enough of the reſt to look atter it, 
and being joyned with good Company, he will not be fo ly- 
able to be a Spend- Thrift ; and if he ſhould, the Colledge 
for his Labour will Entertain him and his Poſterity ; ſo that 
he and his,may reap Benefit from his Fathers Eſtate, afrer he 
hath Spent it; and here a Parent may Entail it upon the 
Colledge, and then the Heir cannot well Sell it. 

Eighthly,Here Peoples Children of Eftates may be Poard- 
ed and Educated in all UſefulLearning, who {ccing others 
Work,at ſpare times, inſtead of Playing, would be Learning 
ſome Trade, Work not being more Labour than Play; and 
ſeeing others Work, to imitate them, would be as much 
Diverſion to the Children as Play, which would the more 
Tnure them to Buſineſs when grown up, the want of which 
- hath Ruined. many a hopeful Plant, who will be doing, it 
not of Good, of Evil; an Idle Learning being little better 
then the Learning of Idlenels. 572 

Ninthly, A Hundred Pound a Year in ſuch a Colledge, [ 

© tuppole 
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fuppoſe will maintain Ten times as many People as a 100 7. 

2 Year in Alms-houſes, becauſe the Proviſion and Manufa- 

cure raiſed from a 100 /. a Year Land, is worth Ten times 

 theRent,as the Farmer raiſeth yearly Three times his Rent, 

and the Mechanicks makes their Work worth Three or 
Four times what it was in the Farmers Hands. 


Some of the Advantages the Poor Collegians 


will bave. 


I. | :Rombeing Poor they will be made Rich, by enjoy- 

L ingall things needful in Health or Sickneſs, Single 
or Married, Wife and Children ; and if Parents die, their 
Children well Educated, and preſerved from Miſery, and 
on Marrying incourag?d, which is now generally diſcou- 
rag*d. 

T. As the World now lives, every Man is under a dou- 
ble Care, beſides his Bodily Labour, Firſt, To provide 
for himſelfand Family. Secondly, To guard againſt the 
Intrigues of his Neighbours over-reaching him , both in 
Buying of, and Selling to him ; which in ſuch a Colledge 
will be reduced to this ſingle Point, of doing only an cafie 
Days Work, and then inſtead of every bodies endeavouring 
to-get from him, every body is working for him, and they 
will have more Conveniences in the Colledge than out. 

' 3. In thecommon way of Living and Trade, Men, their 
Wives or Children often foſe half what they get, either by 
Dear Bargains, Bad Debts, or Law-ſuits, of whnch there 
will be neither in the Colledge ; and it the Earth gives but 
forth its Fruit, and the Workmen do but their parts; they 
will have plenty ; whereas often now the Husbandman and 
Mechanicks both are ruined,tho? the firſt havea great _ 
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and the fecond induſtriouſly maketh much Manufacture : 
Money, and not Labour , being made the Standard, the 

| Husbandman paying the fame Rent and Wages, as whe: 
his Crop yielded double the Price; it being no better witl, 
the Mechanicks, whereit's not who wants his Commodity, 
but who can give him Money for it, ( will keep him) and 
ſooften he muſt take half the Value in Money another could 
give him in Labour, that hath no Money. 

4. That as they grow in Years in the Colledge, they 
ſhall abate an Hour in a Day of their Work, and when 
come to Sixty Years old ( it Merit prefer them not ſooner ) 
they ſhall be made Overſeers, which -for eaſe and pleaſant 
Life,will equal what the Hoards ofa private Purſe can give; 
and excel, in ſo muchas it hath leſs care and danger of Lo- 
{ing. 

5. And if we may compute by the Parable of the Sower, 
that one third of the People lote Heaven by the Cares of 
this Life, may nota Collegiate way of Living be the occaſion 
of ſaving Many by preventing them Cares : and for Bodi- 
Iy Labour, it's a Primitive Conſtitution of God, it ſhould 

Earn its Bread in the ſweat of its Brows, Labour being as 
proper for the Bodies Health, as cating is for its living ; for 
what pains a Man faves by Eaſe, he will find in Diſeaſe; and 
tes Labour will provide for a Man in the Colledge than 
Our, 

6. The Regular Life in the Colledge, with abatement 
of Worldly Cares, with an eafie honeſt Labour, and Reli- 
gious Inſtructions, may make it a Nurſery, and School of 
Vertue. 

7. The Poor thus in a Colledge will be a Community 
fomething like the Example of Primitive Chriſtianity, that 
tived in common, and the Power that did attend it,beſpeaks 
:ts excellency ; but confidering the Conftitution of Mankind 
that have Eſtates { but it's not fo with the Poor) it was 
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none of the leaſt Miracles of that Age, and ſo abated ag 0- 
ther Miracles did. 

8. A Colledge thus Conſtituted cannot fo eafily be un+- 
done whatever Changes comes ( except the People are de- 
ſtroyed ) forif plundred, Twelve Months time will recruit 
again ; like the Graſs new Mowed, the next Year. ſupplies 
again ; Labour bringing a ſupply as the Ground doth, and 
when together they aſſiſt one another, but when ſcattered 
are uſelcts, it not preying upon one another. 


A few Rules for Governing the Colledge Workmen, 


I. LL the Colledges and Hoſpitals of England and Hol- 

{and ſhould be viſited to ſee what Rules and Or- 
ders they have for Governing their Societies, that may be 
uſeful in this Colledge. | 

2. It ſhould be called a Colledge rather than a Work- 
houſe, becauſe a Name more grateful ; and beſides all ſorts 
of uſeful Learning may be taught there. 

3- The Members of the Colledge may be diſtinguiſhed 
in Caps and Cloaths, as the Maſter-workmen from the 
Prentices, and Women from Girls. 

4. A certain number of the Boys and Girls ſhould be ape 
pointed weekly ro wait at Table upon the Men and Wo- 
men at Meals, that as much as may be, the Men and Wy- 
men may live better in the Colledge than any where elſe. 

5. There ſhould be ſeveral! Wards. 


1. For Young Men and Boys. 

2. For Young Women and Girls. 
3. For Marricd Perſons, 

4. For Sick and Laine. 
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6. As the Men and Women have diſtin Lodging, fo 
they ſhould have diftintWork-rooms ; and as much as the 
Imploys would admit of it, the Men ſhould be in one Room, 
and the Women 1n another, that their Governours may the 
better look over them. 

7. The Men ſhall be Prentices till Twenty Four Years: 
old, and Women til Twenty One Years, or Marry, ( as 
the Law allows ) and then ſhall have liberty to go out of 
the Colledge or ſtay in, and Marry if they will. 


Of the Education of Children, and Teaching them 
Languages. 


[, Ho* Rules, as well as Words, muſt be underſtood 
| to make a compleat Scholar, yet conſidering Words 
hes in the Memory, and Rules in the Underſtanding, and 
that Children have firſt Memory before Underſtanding ; by 
that Nature ſhews Memory is to be firſt uſed, and that in 
the Learning of Language, Words ſhould be firſt Learned, 
and afterwards Rules to put them together ; Children learn- 
ing the Words of their Mother Tongue,and then Sentences ; 
but to underſtand what Rules their Language hath, re- 
quires a ripeneſs of Judgment ; and the putting of Rules up- 
on Children betore, cripples their Underſtandings; when 
Boys of Twelve Years old are as long again at School learn- 
ing a Language by Rules, as a Child of Three Years old 
without Rules, | 
:$ ' And therefore I think Vocabulary and Di&iopary 1s to be 
learnt before Accidence and Grammar ; and Childrens read- 
ing and diſcourling one to another, gives a deeper Impreſſion 
than reading to themſelves, we remembring a Man's Voice 
longer than his Face ; a found upon the Ear penetrating the 
Spirits, 
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Spirits, more than a ſilent Sceing, where the Spirits are not 
ated with the SubjeQ, as few Children are with their 
Books. 

2. Four Hours in a Morning, and Four in an Afternoon, 
15 too long to tye a Child to his Book ; it's hard for a Man 
to he tyed upon one Subject ſo long, much more is it toil- 
ſome to Children, whoſe Natures are weak, and love. 
change ; it hurts their Spirits, makes them out of love with 
their Books, and loſeth much time ; the Children might be 
imployed to more profit ; a Labouring-man will hold longer 
at Work, than a Thinking-man in his Study : Men will 
grow ſtrong with working, but not with thinking ; who 
have ſtronger Bodies than Labourers, and weaker Bodies 
than great Students ? Labour adds Oyl to the Lamp of Life, 
when Thinking Inflames it. 

3. Where People of Eſtates are willing to qualifie their 
Children, with what Learning they will take ; or where 0- 
thers appear of ready and pregnant Uuderſtandings, it may 
be worth incouraging to the furtheſt degree; yet beyond 
Reading and Writing, further Learning will not be fo uſe- 
ful to moſt among us as among other People, whilſt many 
of m jr expett to get their Living by it, as Prieſts, Law- 

7Crs, OF, : 
F 4. Tho? Learning may be uſeful, yet a Vertuous Educa- 
tion tends more to Happineſs here and hereafter ; and what 
's a great Tmpediment in the common Education, 1s the let- 
ting Children imploy themſelves without Directions, which 
is a loſs ſeveral ways, Firſt, To their Bodies and prefent 
Condition, Secondly, To their Spirits and future Being ; 
for at Four or Five Years old, beſides Reading, Boys and 
Girls might be taught to Knit and Spin, and bigger Boys 
Turning, &c. and beginning Young they would make the 
beſt Artifts ; and heing upon Buſineſs, tho? flight, it im- 
proves their Reaſons by ſenſible Demonſtration, ( _ is 
ooner 
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ſooner learn'd than any Rational Demonſtration without 
it ; asa Child at three years od by Feeling knows Fire will 
burn, much butter rhan once  Eanirtcer from the moſt Ra- 
tional Diſcourſe without Feciin,) whereas a childilh filly 
Employ, leaves thew Viinds Gly. And the Will being the 
greateſt Enemy x Viar: hath, when it is not fubjcct to the 
Will of God ; How vzjuobte 1s 1t then, tor a Child's Wall 
to be kept under anothers DireCtion than its own? It will 
be the leſs difficult to ſubmit it to the Will of God, when 
grown a Man, eſpecially if icaſoned with Religious Leflons 
of Scriptures, &c. 

Thus the hand employ*d brings Profit, the Realon ufed 
init makes wiſe, and the Will ſubdued makes them good. 
For tho? Men ſhould be guided more by Reaſon than 
Senſe, yet Children are guided more by Senſe than Reaſon ; 
and therefore mult be hedged from Evil more by wife Ma- 
nagement than Diſcourſe ; as we ſee Colts are tamed more 
by it than words. 

All which conſidered, there is leſs wonder any prove Ill ; 
but that any prove good, from ſuch an Idle Education as 
the common Breeding of Children, where the Mind is at 
leiſure to receive all the evil Imprefions their {everal Ages 
are capable of. 

A good Education, tho? with buta little Eſtate, makes a 
happier Man, than a great Eſtate without it ; for the tirit 
not only {upports the Name of his Family, but raiteth a 
Name and Family to himfelf; whereas the latrer, many 
times the more Rich, the more VVicked ; and only-pleaſed 
when at once he is making an End of Body, i:[tate, and 
Name together. 

Such Parents as have alſo a fence of a Future State, and 
. the Happineſs or Unhappinets tlicir Children are capable of, 
will think there is no compariton between a Good and an 
Evil Education. | 
D Anp 
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And T think fucha Coltedge-Education, under good Rules, 


beyond any Private one, having ſeveral Advantages the Pri= 


vate will want. 


2. Menand Cliidren ſubmit eafter to Rules and Laws. 


they ice others ſubmit to as well as themſelves, than if they 
werealone; as Children in a Schoot, and Soldiers 1n an 
Army, are more regular, and in ſubjeQtion, than when ſcat- 
tered aſunder, | 

4. Fhey will be more under the Eye-ſight of one Maſter 
or another, than in a private Family ; and conſequently pre- 
vented of more Folly. 

5, Company being the delight of all Creatures, whe- 
ther Men or Beaſt, and the World being ſo corrupted, makes 
its.Company a great Snare to Youth ; but the Colledge ha- 
vins company {ufficient, will prevent the Temptation of 
2010S avroad ; and being well govern'd, will much prevent 
t312 Eviis that are learn* abroad. 

6. There may be a Library of Books, a Phyſiek-Garden 
tor underſtanding of Herbs, and a Laboratory for preparing 
of Medicines. 


Ard tho? Ships and Boats cann*t ſwim inthe Colledge, 
the Men that manage them may be of the Colledge-Fellow- 
{hip, and have they Conveniencies thence, as well as return 
iheir Profit or Cargoes thither. 

In ſhort, As it may be an Enitomy of the World; by a 


Collection of all the uſeful Trades in it; fo it may afford all 


tic Conveniencies and Comforts a Man can want, and a Chri- 
T6441 Bic, Anſwers 
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Anſwers 10 ſeveral Objefions. 


Object. r, Flo? the Work be very Good and Excellent, if it 

could he Accon;p/"jned , yet there will be ho UC 
Dijualty, Labour and Care, in ie doing it, there will not be 
founa Men that will andert ate 1he 1 oil of it, 

Anſw. 7. This Objcation would have pruyented any 
good Work, if Drihculcy would have exies vom the doing If, 

2, If the ACt be by t good, we may hope Go will raiſe 
Inſtruments; tor tho? 1OMC Men have taizen up a Reſt in 
their Eſtates, and teek only a Proviſion and Dive Sas in 
it for their own Families, yet there is many have a touch 
of a more Univerlal Love, 

3. Tho? it would be Toilſome for any one Man, or a few, 
yet”*tis eaſily done by a greater Number ; as one Man can- 
not, and ten Men muſt Dean, to lift a Tun weight, yet one 
hundred Mencan do it only by the itrength of a Finger of 
each of them. 

4. As this will be a greater Charity than moſt Gifts, by 

the great good it will do to the Poor, to it will be as certain 
Profit to the Founders as moſt 'i Tades, and conſequently 
worth {ome of their time, as well asany other Trade. 

5. It evil men corrupt and debauch their fellow Creatures 
by the Influence and Opportunities their Eſtates give them ; 
Is there net the greateſtReaſon & Prudence for good Men to 
place their Eſtates, at leaſt lome of it, ſoas it may influence 
many to Vertue, etpecially when it will briag -rofit with it, 

And whether ſome may not be razſed to an Fitate, (as 
Queen He/fer was to a Crown) ter to be Inftruments mn 
ſuch a work; and then will it not add to the difficulty of ma- 
king up their account at the latt ay, ifchey neglect fo great 
an Oppor tunity of doing Good, when it was in cet hands? 

ObjeR. 2. he Times being trow ble) _ and [ rade all, its 
ot fabuath to ſet ſuch a this a foot and if we {bould ave 
the Calamity of War, (or any other ) among ts, the Uniert aries 
world ve Ruined, D 2 Auf. I's 
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Anſw, x, Tt 1s the cluefeſt time when Trading's dull, 
becauſe now the Poor cannot fo eaſily get work, they will 
the readier accept of new. Maſtersand Terms; whereas when 
Trade comes quick, the beſt VVorkmen will be fx%d un- 
der rh=:r Old Maſters, and only the worfer fort want work. 
2. It Calamities ſhould come of any fort, the Poor in a 


Body would fubſiſt better than if ſingle ; becauſe when to-- 
_ getlier, thier Labour would provide Conveniencies one for 


another, which {ingle Perſons could do litfle at. 
3. VVhatever Calamities would ruine a Colledge, will 
much eaſter rutne ſingle Perſons; and therefore if danger of 
lofingail, its bit for the Rickt5 do ſome good whilft they 
have.it ; for if they ſhould loſe their Eſtates, it would be 
out of their power todo it. And befides if the Poor be put 
in a good Mcrhod, they may be able to help their old Bene- 
factors, when the Rich may have nothing to. help them- 
ſelves, nor cannot work for want of uſe. 

Object. 3. But if there ſhould happen a Scarcity or Famine 
in the L1ad, how will the People be provided for then ? 

Aaſw. x. If more vertuous than the reſt- of the Nation, 
they may hope to ſcape better, but not elſe. 

2, But as there 1s hopes, by good Orders, of a more Ver- 
tous way of living 1n the Colledge than: elſewhere, fo by 
more Wiſdom, of better Proviſion ina Scarcity, by Stores 
faid up. For the Nation is commonly ſick ofa great Plenty, 
that if Corn is cheap, care not where they fend it away for 
Money, tho they may want it next year. 

3. Butthe Colledge, not wanting Money, will not be un- 
der the Temptation of Selling it, nor extravagantly waſting 
it,but will keep it till they may want it at home. . And there 
hati feldom been any years of Scarcity, but years of Plenty 
have been firlt.. | 

ObjeEt. 4. Wy propoſe to pet by the Poor's Labour, and not 
let them have all the Profit, and then will ated raiſe leſs Money, 

451500 |. initead of 15c001.?. 
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Anſw. 1. Becauſe the Rich ve no otherway of living, 
but by th e Labour of others ; a« t1e Landlord by the Labour 
of his Tenants, and the Merchants and Tradeſmen by the 
Labour of the Mechanicks, 

2. A thouſand pound is eaſier raiſed where there is Profir, 
than one hundred pound only upon Charit' ; People readily 
employing all their Eſtates where there is Pru#fit, when they 
will not givea Tenth of it to the Poor. 

2. The more valuable the Fund, and the more Men is 
concerned in it, the better will it be looked after, and the 
more People will be provided for. 

4. Tis not propoſed only for Relieving the Poor, but al- 
ſo how the Rich may employ their Eſtates with Profit to 
themſelves, and prevent any from being poor ; a comfort- 
able living in the Colledge to the Induſtrious Labourer, be- 
ing the Rich Mans Debt, and not their Charity to them ; 
Labour giving the Labourer as good a Right to a living there, 
as the Rich Mens Eſtates do them. 

5. This Method is a greater Security to the Poor ( than 
the common way of living) who here muſt be provided 
for, according to the conſticution of the Colledge-Laws, be- 
fore the Rich can have any thing ; the Rich being only to 
have what the Colledge don't ſpend. Whereas the Poor : 
now are at great uncertainty, (at leaſt difficulty) of getting 
a living, becauſe the Tradeſmen are endeavouring to get one 
from another what they can ; ſo they are all ſtraining the 
Neceflity of the Mechanick,not regarding how little he gets, 

but. to get as much as they can for themſelves. 

6. Conſidering it's cither by Loffes, or being out-witted: 
and cheated, or the Idleneſs and Extravagancy of the Poor, 
that makes moſt want Charity trom others : If by the Col- 
ledge-Rules may be removed chete four Evils, few will then 
want the Gift of Charity ? 

ObjeA.5. If rake not in Aged rnd Decriped People into this 
Colledge ; what Charity, to take in People that can live out of it ? 


Anſw.. 
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Anſv. All Living Growing Þodies, whether Natural or 
Politick, muſt be Suckled and Nurſt before come to their 
Strength ; for how Helplets or Uiclets isthe Body of Man 
new Born, and how much 'i<cndence do they want, that 
with good looking after grow in tine to be Strong Men, 
and not only able to ſerve themſclves, but their Parents that 
Bred them ? 

So this Body Politick of the Colledge, by the many Dif- 
ficulties at firſt it will meet with, mi:{t only take iv Uſeſul 
hands to Strengthen and Support 1t, that in t:ime nay grow 
to beable to bear all the Poor could reatonably be purujun it, 

Objea. 6. May it be ſuppoſed, Tbat any that can get more 
than will keep them, will come work in the Colleage ouly for Vis 
(tuals and Cloaths ? 

Anſw. 1. Suppoſe not ; but beſides their own keeping, 
there is laid up in the Colledge Stores, ſufficient for their 
Young Children, as born. 

2. For themſeJves when Sick or Aged, and better Pro- 
vided for than moſt Mcchanicks. 

3. If they Bye, and leave Wife and Young Cluldren, 
they will be kept from Miſery, added to the Uncertainty 
ofa Mans Life, whether he may Live to make fo good a 
Proviſion for his Wife and Children as the Colledge. 

4. But where good Workmen at firſt are not to be had 
otherwiſe, they may be allowed ſome Wages to Inſtruct 
the Youth. 

5. What they get more than their Task, will be their 
own, and if can get enough, may put it into the Foundati- 
on 1t they will. 

6. The Advantage from the Prentices will be Sufficient 
to the Founders, it no more. 

7. Though ſome young men may be in hopes of better 
preterment, yet not al! ; and alſo many that have tried the 
world,and find the difficulty of liveng 1n it, would be glad of 
ſo certain a Proviſio: as the Coll:dge. The vanity ofthe Spo. 
niſh 
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niſh Beggar doth not attend all Poor, who when an Engliſh 
Merchant would have taken her Son and frovided for him, 
refuſed his offer, ſaying, Her .Soz might come to be Kyng of 
Spain for ought ſhe knew, and therefore ſhould not be his Servant : 
For tho? ſome Poor get Eſtates, how many more become 
miſerable? 

ObjeCt. 7. The People will not bear the Confinement of 
the Colledge, - | 

Aaſw. 1. Neither would the Poor work, if there were 
not greater Inconveniencies ; thatis, Starving, or Robbing, 
and that's hanging. | 

2. The Continement will not be more, if ſo much, as the 
beſt govern'd Prenticesare under in Lonaon, and many other 
places. 

3. It's not intended the Confinement ſhould be more 
than's abſolutely necdful for the good Government of the 
Colledge. 

4. I ſuppoſe the Plenty and Conveniencies in the Col-- 
ledge, will ſufficiently allay the hardneſs of the Colledge- 

ules. 

 Objet- 8. Why the Name Colledge, and not a Community, or 
WM orkhouſe ? | | 

Anſv. A Workhoufe beſpeaks too much of Servitude, for 
People of Eſtates to ſend their Children for Education; and 
too much of Br:dewel, for honeſt Tradeſmen to like it ; and 
the Name Commurity implies a greater Unity in Spirit, than 
Colledge doth ; and therefore not fo proper to be uſed to 

fuch a mixt multitude of Men and Boys ; the word Colleage- 
more relates to an outward Fellow ſhip than an inward Com: 
muntion, and therefore. bettcr ſuits the Subject. 

ObjeQ. 9g. What Reaſon is there for a Difference in Apparel © 

Lnſw, The Apparel mentione1 in the Propoſals, is not mean* 
any Religious or Sct.olaſtick H»bit, bus only tuch as may keep the- 
- Men and Boys from a Level, and to diftingniſh their different Qua- 
Iities; as well as good Husbandry : For what: Maſter will cloati 
his Servant as him,*!f ? 

- Qbic:.. 
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Object. 10. There have been ſeveral Manufaftures ſu' #] Foot FP ſeves. | 
ral times, and ma;ywof Them have not turned to Profit. 

,Arſ 1. 1f a man have never ſo much Clothing and no Food, he may 
dye with hunger, whichis the Caſe-of ſeveral ManufaQures. The 
þ Raiſers of 'Food'are ſo far ſcattered aſunder fromthe ne 
f that it's endleſs to ſeek their Cuſtom. 

2- To ſellir toShop keepers it mult be cheap, becauſe they muft* 
be kept out of it, if not raileEftates.; which will leave little Prokt 
+ tothe Undertakers, if not ftarve the wor * ug 
ag - 3. Stock-jobbing hath helped to ruitle Df them : for how- 

5 0- ever well laid the firſt Unterta king i: bl and underſtood by 

= _ the firſt Undertakers;. yet being bid b<yoll eal worth, by cun- 
Y ning Brok«ts for faoliſh Buyers, the firit B&gi 
RL out, anglcave it tothe Buyers ; and then befſreen the C -areleſneſs 
{> - . of one,ant ignorance of CVother,it muſt fall; Which would ſpoil the 
F- b:| Undertaking inthe World, if it had noWer Di 
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F< Y = 40 of wer all Objet ions would be to empty the Seay whill Mrineld or prejudice 
fy may objett againſt any thing that's offered, the HEE Truthphaving met with 
Objefiont: 3 but if 1 gan be but underobd by the Well-incl Tremp the W, Sn to 
: I ound 4 better d than this, it's ſufficient ; whi Fm put my 
| of aiperty zhan.a bad one of my >... 


willbe difficuld x 4s for the nick MidTar.itwill CP enefit-to the On NT, 
che frne Wis for the Poor vo 0bjeQ, The Propof, es orve th Mc the Rick, and 


6 egy then * For Anſwer, T ſay, As the Propoſet tion ſerms.10 4Ffbe He's i 
Barb end Mechanicks can raiſe any where, ſv it c 9Eaf il all: taper ity aud *; 
C4067 [aſe ume? others, and confequently raiſe E gngateft Foe Ti for Fol. 

we: men, which isthe Point Taim at : YV Phil En ; ing 10. 441mit;of 


a” 3 np} virion, That tho" fuch Atvaytages is effered z0 the Rich and P 21 will loſe” 

| 21" * for wantdf agrecing bow'to divide tyboping ther's but few would make out the Truth. 
"es of the Story of Tovetouſncſs and Emoy, who when they were offered, wherever the. ff 
[2 wo Bowl = vx ſhould: beve double to wat the ſirſt ask:d, = 4 calgd-1 #0t agrde'» 

eb ſhould ask fir 
However I beve this ſathifaBion, Tintend the advantage of lorh, whitt-1 think, the- 

Methot will afford Loth Profit ro the Kirh, as well as Plenty to t co "Þ-will nor. 
| pretend 10 ſeck any *7cthod of Living in.this YForld, that hath no Fuconventency-in-it,, 
j but'ouly what hath feweſt. But rill tbr Rich be alified Y ph ih ook, the Poor 00s: | 
| 20, if they weuld, for want of Materials. : 
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